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46%
of Europeans speak only their 

native language

62%
of Europeans do not speak English 

well enough to hold a conversation

Is English 

the European 

lingua franca?



Which language other than mother tongue do you 
understand well enough for communicating online





of Europeans do not purchase goods or 

services if they are not in their native language42%



of European SMEs currently sell
cross-language<5%



1.1B EUR
EU institutions spend 

per annum on 

translation servicesMultilingual 

Europe



Language 

technologies –

the solution to 

multilingual 

challenge 

• LT provides an efficient way 

for breaking the language 

barriers

• LT is a key enabling 

technology

• LT community of industry 

and researcher institutions  

is ready to provide solutions 

for multilingual DSM



multilingualeurope.eu



Under the patronage of the President of Latvia

April 27 – 29, 2015











“The only way to ensure 

future existence of  our 

language is to provide its 

users with equal 

opportunities as the users 

of  larger languages 

enjoy.”
Valdis Dombrovskis

Vice President of European Commission
Prime Minister of Latvia (2009-2014)



Language Whitepaper Series: 

30 volumes, publication by 

Springer

Downloadable at http://www.meta-net.eu/whitepapers/overview







MT Systems of Latvian eGov infrastructure
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Machine Translation solution 

to support EU Presidency



«We invite the European language technology community to further develop the ideas presented in the draft 

Strategic Agenda for the multilingual Digital Single Market with focus on the challenges and lines of action proposed 

in the Commission Communication.»
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